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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.135(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 October 2005 . 
2b)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)IE This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1,2.5-20,23 arid 26-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1,2 and 23 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the connection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 , This action is responsive to communication: RCE, filed on 10/12/2005. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2, Claims 5-20 and 26-31 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form, along with the corrected 
112 problem, including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record fails to teach and/or suggest "the source subsystem is 
operable to issue a write statement ... the target subsystem is external to the source 
subsystem ... the repository subsystem is external to each of the source subsystem 
and the target subsystem ... the repository subsystem is operable to queue the write 
statement issued by and received from the source subsystem and deliver the write 
statement to the target subsystem", combined with "a source storage device operable to 
store data and meta-data and changes thereto in response to the write statement." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3, The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the source node" and "the target node" in claim 1, 

page 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-2, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bowman Amuah, US# 6,438,594 B1, in view of Freeman et al., US# 2001/0049717 
A1 , and further in view of Ambrose et al., US# 2002/0065879 Al . 

As per claims 1-2, Bowman-Amuah teaches "a source subsystem" (see col. 49, 
lines 34-59 and col. 52, lines 56-59) "a target subsystem, wherein the source node and 
the target node are communicatively" (see col. 53, lines 15-26) "a repository subsystem" 
(see col. 56, lines 26-35). Bowman-Amuah does not explicitly teach "wherein the 
repository subsystem is external to each of the source subsystem and the target 
subsystem . . . data between the repository subsystem . . .". Freeman et al. teaches 
"wherein the repository subsystem is external to each of the source subsystem and the 
target subsystem . . . data between the repository subsystem . . (see paragraphs 
[0301]-[303], [0285] and [0374]). It would have been obvious at the time of the invention 
for one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined the teachings of Bowman-Amuah 
and Freeman, because using the steps of "wherein the repository subsystem is external 
to each of the source subsystem and the target subsystem . . . data between the 
repository subsystem . . .", would have given those skilled in the art the tools to 
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externally coordinate the comnnunications between various repository and source 
subsystems. This decreases the processing time of data between the source and target 
subsystems. Bowman-Amuah does not explicitly teach "wherein the target subsystem 
is external to the source subsystem . . . wherein the repository subsystem is operable to 
queue the write statement issued by the source subsystem and deliver the write 
statement to the target subsystem." Ambrose et al. teaches "wherein the target 
subsystem is external to the source subsystem . . . wherein the repository subsystem is 
operable to queue the write statement issued by the source subsystem and deliver the 
write statement to the target subsystem" (see paragraph [0185], [0291], and [0463]). It 
would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
have combined the teachings of Bowman and Ambrose, because using the steps 
"wherein the target subsystem is external to the source subsystem . . . wherein the 
repository subsystem is operable to queue the write statement issued by the source 
subsystem and deliver the write statement to the target subsystem" would have given 
those skilled in the art the ability to temporary store write statements for subsequent 
transmission, to various repository systems, wherein the systems are separated and 
distinct. This give users the advantage of processing and manipulating replicated data, 
in independent source, for data transmission purposes, faster. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 2, 5-20, 23, and 26-31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alford W. Kindred whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4037. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:00 am- 5:00 pm. 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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